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The Pitt Political Review is dedicated to rigorous discus-
sion of political science, economics, international affairs, 
and politics on the local, national, and global levels. The 
Review publishes writing that analyzes issues, events, 
and personalities, assuming nothing of the reader but 
a common interest in the subject. Our goal is to contrib-
ute to the lively political discourse at Pitt and beyond.
 
This term, our staff writers have addressed an array of im-
portant global and national issues. All of the articles reflect 
an awareness of the impact of reform around the world, 
from national governments in India and Africa, to do-
mestic state governments. The articles in this issue all ad-
dress human initiative to change the world in some way, 
whether through street protests, tax reform, or a reforma-
tion of U.S. foreign policy. Whether or not these move-
ments are successful will have to be addressed in future 
issues of the Pitt Political Review. We invite you to evalu-
ate our writers’ arguments; please contact us at pittpoliti-
calreview@gmail.com or visit our website at ppr.pitt.edu.
 
The Pitt Political Review is a publication of the University 
of Pittsburgh Honors College, which is published online 
by the University Library System  of the University of Pitts-
burgh. The staff of the Review thanks Dean Edward Strick-
er, Karen Billingsley, and the staff of the UHC and ULS for 
making publication of the Review possible. Furthermore, 
we extend our deepest gratitude to our faculty advisor, Cin-
dy Skrzycki, a senior lecturer in the English Department.
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ON THE COVER: Illustration by Karen Lue

Ed Denslow of Gibsonia, PA leads a march of more than a thousand from 
the Hill District’s Freedom Corner to Market Square and Mellon Green, 
October 15, 2011, on a day of action organized by Occupy Pittsburgh.
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